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CAN A HAS-BEEN BE AGAIN?
Nehemiah

1: 1-3

In 1979 a friend of mine, Jim, suggested
that I become the next pastor of the Church of
the Open Door. I immediately had an objection.
The Church of the Open Door had had a great
history. It had been! And maybe even a " hasbeen."
Can a has-been be again? Can a large
church lose its crowd and be large again? Can
an individual be effective, lose his effective
ness, and gain it back? That is what Nehemiah
is all about.
I.

Jerusalem once had a wall.
Many years before Nehemiah's time,
Jerusalem had a huge wall surrounding the
entire city. In ancient times, a city
wall was essential. It was the indespen
sible protection against the armies of
invading nations. It was also a barrier
to discourage bands of robbers, especially
at night. In those days, a city without
lofty walls and locked gates was no city
at all.

II.

Jerusalem's wall had been destroyed.
In 606 B.C. the Babylonians conquered
the southern kingdom of Israel, and again
in 597 and 586 B.C. Then the Babylonians
destroyed the wall around Jerusalem (cf.
II Kings 25:10). Now the wall was a
has-been . It used to be, but it was no
more.

III.

Jerusalem's wall had not been restored.
Nehemiah 1:1-3
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Years passed; Persia conquered Baby
lon. In the meanime, Nehemiah was born
and grew to become an important official in
the Persian Empire.
The year was 446 B.C. The wall around
Jerusalem had been broken down for 140 yrs.
Hinnani, Nehemiah's brother, took a trip
back to Jerusalem and returned to Shushan,
the palace. Nehemiah inquired of his bro
ther concerning the people in Jerusalem,
and the city, itself. He was told that the
people were in reproach and the wall had
not been restored.
IV.

Jerusalem's wall was built in record time.
Nehemiah 6:15-16
As we shall see as we study the rest
of the book, Nehemiah gained permission to
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the wall.
Chapter 6 tells us that it was built in
52 days--less than two months.
The story of Nehemiah should inspire
us all. When rebuilding is needed, it can
be done. A has-been can be again. A fallen
country can rise again; a church can be
rebuilt again; a divided couple can be re
united; a back-slidden Christian can be
restored.

Conclusion:
A has-been can be again.
The Green Bay Packers won the National
Football Championship in 1929, 1930 and 1931.
They were the only team to have ever done that.
Then, they hit the skids. For years they were
just another team. The question often asked about
-2-

them was, Can a has-been be again? They tried
everything. Then they hired a new coach . His
name was Vince Lombarde.
Under his leadership, the Green Bay Packers
won the National Championship in 1965, and again
in 1966. Could they do it again? Could they
win the National Championship three times in a
row? It came down to the last game of the 1967
season.
The last game that year was between the
Dallas Cowboys and the Green Bay Packers . Who
ever won would be the national champions. If
the Packers won, they would be the only team in
history to win the National Championship three
times in a row--and do it twice.
Near the end of the game, Dallas was ahead
20-14. There were only minutes left . Green
Bay marched down the field with the ball. They
got to the 2 yard line. Now, only a few fleet 
ing seconds were left on the clock. If Dallas
could hold them, they would win. If Green Bay
could score, they would be the v ictors. They
would not only win the game, but the distinc
tion of doing what no other team had done.
The Pack did it! They scored and won
21-20. That has-been team was again!
But they not only won the National Champ
ionship three years in a row, they also won
SuperBowl I and SuperBowl II. That bunch of
has-beens not only won the National Champion
ship three times in a row, but went on to win
it five times in a row!

-3-

HOW TO GET YOUR PRAYERS ANSWERED
Nehemiah 1:4-11
Someone has suggested that prayer is like a
key to the warehouse of heaven. But if you are
like me, you have put the key in the door and the
door didn't open. So I have been driven to ask,
What is the key to using the key? What is the
key to answered prayer? The prayer of Nehemiah
answers that question.
Nehemiah had just been informed by his
brother that the people in Jerusalem were in
reproach and the walls were broken. He was deeply
disturbed and greatly grieved. Verse 4 indicates
that he prayed with a broken heart. John Bunyon
said, "Whenyou pray, rather let your heart be
without words than your words be without heart."
I.

Nehemiah confessed his sins.
A.

Neh. 1:6,7

He identified with the sinners.
Verse 6 tells us that he confessed
the sins of the children of Israel, as
well as his own sin. His confession was
national and personal. Instead of in
dicting the people, he identified with
them.

B.

He indicated the sins.
In verse 7 he said, "We have dealt
very corruptly against Thee, and have
not kept the conmandments." In other
words, he confessed the sins against
God's character and against God's com
mandments.
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II.

Nehemiah cited Scripture.
A.

Neh. 1:8-10

He cited the tenor of Scripture.
Verses 8-10 indicate that he is
quoting the Word of God, yet he does
not quote any one verse, or for that
matter, follow any one passage.
Rather, he draws from several verses
and several passages. He refers to
Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 4 and 30.
He is quoting the tenor of Scripture.

B.

He cited the covenant of Scripture.
Nehemiah is reminding God of His
covenant to ancient Israel. God had
promised that if Israel sinned, He
would scatter them. God had done
that. But God also promised that if
they repented, He would regather
them. Nehemiah now addresses the
Covenant-keeping God. He holds God
to His covenant.

C.

He cited the intent of Scripture.
But wait a minute! The children
of Israel had returned! Nehemiah
viewed the promise in its full depth
of intent. For him the intent was
not just the return to the city, but
the restoration of the community.
Verse 9 says that God had promised
He would return to people to the
place where He would set His name.
For that to be fulfilled, much needed
to be done. Thus Nehemiah is not
just hap-hazardly putting his finger
on a verse, he is putting his finger
on the very essence and intent of
the Word of God.
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III.

Nehemiah claimed specifics.
A.

Neh. 1: 10-11

He claimed prosperity for the people.
In verse 10, Nehemiah says, "Now
these are Your people." In verse 11,
he says that these people want to
prosper. In other words, Nehemiah is
asking God to fulfill the essence of
the covenant with these people at this
time. That's specific!

B.

He claimed permission for himself.
In verse 11, Nehemiah also asks
that God would grant him mercy in the
sight of his king. He was asking that
he be given permission to go back to
Jerusalem. That, too, is specific.
Unfortunately, our prayers are
sometimes like arrows shot indiscrim
inately in the air. They are like
letters with no return address.

Conclusion:
The key to answered prayer is the Word of
God.
Nehemiah looked at the situation in Jerusa
lem. Then he looked at the Scriptures and asked,
What does God say in His Word that He wants done
in this situation? He then claimed specifics
based on what he saw in the Word of God. Even
his confession was based on the Scriptures. The
purpose of prayer is not to get man's will done
in heaven, but to get God's will done on earth.
A Christian father had a teenage daughter
who was dating an unsaved fellow. He prayed that
they might break up, but the more he prayed, the
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more their relationship thickened. Finally,
one
day he asked himself, " What does God really want
to do in this situation?" He concluded that God
would be glorified i f the fellow got saved. So
he prayed for that and the fellow trusted Christ.
That, of course, solved the father's problem.
Within thirty days, the couple broke up!
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AFTER PRAYER, WHAT?
Nehemiah 2: 1-20

Obviously, in any situation, the first thing
a spiritual man does is pray. But after he
prays, what is he to do then? Nehemiah 2 answers
that question.
I.

Nehemiah continued to pray.
A.

Neh. 2:1-4

Four months later he was still sad.
A comparison of Neh. 1:1
tells us that chapter 2 takes
four months after chapter 1.
also informs us that Nehemiah
sad.

B.

with 2:1
place
Neh. 2:1
was still

He was sad before the king.
Seeing the sad expression on his
face, Artaxerxes asked, " Are you sick?"
When Artaxerxes asked that, Nehemiah
was "sore afraid." He had every reason
to be, for a Persian monarch operated
on the theory that just to be in his
presence was sufficient to make the
heart of any man happy. Furthermore,
Nehemiah wanted permission to go to
Jerusalem. That was unheard of! Why
should anyone want to leave the pleas
ure of the king's presence to go to
any place else on earth? Herodotus
says that people had been put to death
both by Darius and Xerxes for showing
reluctance to accompany the king. On
top of all of that, Artaxerxes had
ordered that work on the wall be
stopped (cf. Ezra 4:21-23). Nehemiah
had every right to fear.
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C.

So he prayed.
Nehemiah was afraid, so he prayed.
The cure for knocking knees is bent
knees. Adency says, "This ready
prayer only springs to the lips of a
man who lives in the daily habit of
prayer.
What do you do after you pray?
You continue to pray.

II.

Nehemiah chose a plan.
A.

Neh. 2:5-16

He planned--he asked for permission.
Neh. 2:5-6
The king had asked a question.
Nehemiah was obligated to answer, so
he told the king that he wanted to
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the
wall. When the king asked how long
it would take, Nehemiah set a time .
Surely he did not answer that ques
tion " off the top of his head." He
obviously had been planning .
Verse 6 tells us the king was
pleased to send him. Later we
learn the king actually made him
governor (cf. Neh. 5:14).

B.

He planned--he asked for passage.
Neh. 2:7
Nehemiah did not stop with per
mission. He next asked for passage.
He wanted Artaxerxes to give him a
letter to the governors beyond the
river.
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C.

He planned--he asked for provisions.
Neh. 2:8
Next, Nehemiah asked for timber
from the king's forest. The timber
was needed for the fortress, for the
gates and for Nehemiah's personal
house . Evidently previous governors
had no official residence.
The king granted the request, but
Nehemiah recognized that it was God,
not political convenience, nor per
sonal cleverness.

D.

He planned--he traveled to Jerusalem.
Neh. 2:9,10
Verse 9 indicates that Nehemiah
traveled with a military escort. Years
before, when Ezra had journeyed to
Jerusalem, he had 1800 people and
valued treasures, but he had refused a
military escort (cf. Ezra 8:22).
Verse 10 says that Sanballat the
Horonite, and Tobiah his servant, were
grieved. Any prospect of the Jews
prospering would grieve the Samaritans.
Furthermore, these individuals feared
that Jerusalem might regain preeminence
in Palestine. We will hear from these
men again.

E.

He planned--he surveyed the wall.
Neh. 2:11-16
When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem
he rested for three days. The trip
itself had taken two months. He needed
the rest.
By this time, six months had
-10-

elapsed since he had heard of the con
dition of the wall from his brother.
So Nehemiah took a midnight ride to
personally survey the wall for himself.
Passing through the valley gate
into the valley of Hinnom, he traveled
counter-clockwise along the south wall
until a pile of rubble obscured his
passage. He was then forced to dis
mount, and continue on foot up the
Kedron Valley in order to view the
eastern part of the wall. He then
retraced his steps and re-entered at
the place of exit.
III.

Nehemiah challenged the people. Neh. 2:17-20
A.

He identified himself with the need.
As Nehemiah addressed the people,
he did not say, " I," but he said,
"
we... us... we...."
He did not say
"
I." That would have been impossible.
He did not say, "you." That would have
been an indictment. He said, " we."
That's identification.

B.

He solicited their cooperation.
He pleaded with them, "Let us
build." After he identified with them,
he invited them to join him in the
work.

C.

He used strong internal appeal.
His appeal was that they build the
wall in order that they no longer be a
reproach. There are two kinds of moti
vation: extrinsic and intrinsic. Nehe
miah uses strong intrinsic motivation.
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D.

He answered their doubts.
Nehemiah assured the people that
the king had already granted him per
mission, and that God was in the
project. The response of the people
was electric. Echoing Nehemiah's
challenge they replied, "Let us rise
up and build."

E.

He answered the opposition.
The minute someone says, " Let us
arise and build," someone else will
say, "Let us arise and object." That's
what happened in this situation.
We've already noted the opposition
in Neh. 2:10. That opposition now
increases to three men, instead of two .
It is also intensified. They now laugh
outwardly, instead of just grieve
inwardly.

The opposition accused Nehemiah of
false motives--of plotting against the
king and building the fortification of
the city for this purpose. Nehemiah's
answer was brief, but firm. In essence
he said, "Our motive is not rebellion
against the king, but submission to the
King of Kings. Furthermore, your
problem is that you have no part in
Jerusalem (they were Samaritans), and
since you have no part you want to
wreck the work. The problem is not
our motive, but yours."
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Conclusion:
After you pray, continue to pray and begin
to plan . If the project is a big one, challenge
other people to become involved with you.
A few pray, but never plan. Many plan and
never pray. In order to build God's way , we
must pray and plan. God is pleased when we do
both.
A former President of Columbia University
once said, "There are three kinds of people in
the world : those who don't know what's happen
ing; those who watch what's happening; and
those who make things happen." To make things
happen God's way, we need to pray and plan.

HOW TO BUILD A WALL
Nehemiah

3: 1-32

If you were to build a wall around your
house, you would calculate what materials you
need, collect those materials and commence to
work. In other words, you would plan your work
and work your plan.
Granted, we must pray and we must plan, but
after all of that is said and done, we must
start. That's the whole point of Nehemiah 3.
Nehemiah 3 is as dry as an engineer's
report. It is just as interesting as a report
from the building department of any great city
on the repair and maintenance of streets and
freeways. And yet, tucked away in this passage
are some valuable spiritual principles.
I.

The people worked.
A.

The point of this chapter is not ...
The various approaches people
have taken to Nehemiah 3 are inter
esting. Some skip it. Others use it
to study the topography of Jerusalem
(Nehemiah gives us the most detailed
specifications of the wall of Jeru
salem to be found anywhere in the
Bible). Still others spiritualize
the gates (e.g., the sheep-gate
reminds us of the cross and the fish
gates tell us to be fishers of men).
Another popular approach, not only
to Nehemiah 3, but to the whole book ,
is to select principles of leadership
from it. There is no doubt that Nehe
miah was a leader and that we can
learn a lot about leadership from his
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book, but the way some people talk and
write, you get the impression that that
is the point of the book. Such is not
the case.
B.

The point is--the people worked.
The world " build" occurs seven
times. " Repair" appears thirty-four
times. On top of that, Nehemiah uses
phrases like "laid the beams," " set up
the doors," etc. In short, Nehemiah is
telling us that the people worked. God
sometimes works supernaturally, but he
also uses natural means.

II.

The leaders led by example.
A.

The priests were leaders.
At this point in Israel's history
there were no kings, or even judges
like Samson, so the people looked to
the priests for leadership.

B.

The priests led the way.
Nehemiah 2:18 tells us that Nehe
miah reported what God was doing and
challenged the people to work. The
people responded with, " Let us..."
Now, in Neh. 3:1 we read, "Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his
brethren the priests..." The priests
were first to respond to the work. The
leaders led the way.

C.

The priests led by example .
Eliashib did not rise up and
speak, but rather he rose up and built.
We tend to think of a leader as one
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who talks. God wants leaders who lead
by doing. The high priest was first in
station, but he was also first in
service.
III. The people worked in their areas of inter
est.
A.

The priests worked near the Temple.
The priests built a sheep-gate
(Neh. 3:1). The sheep-gate was located
on Jerusalem's north-west side, just
north of the Temple area. The sheep
used for sacrifices passed through this
gate.

B.

Some worked near their houses.
The priests also worked near their
houses (Neh. 3:28). Others did the
same (cf. verses 29, 30).

C.

Some worked in areas beyond their
interests.
The priests were not masons or
carpenters, and yet they built. Ima
gine the exalted high priest cleaning
away the rubble and carrying heavy
stones. That was beyond his natural
area of interest. The gold-smiths and
merchants also worked on the wall.
They were not bricklayers, but they
built (cf. verse 32).

Conclusion:
The way to build a wall is to work. Leaders
must lead, people may work in their areas of
interest, but all the people must work together.
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All classes of people in ancient Jerusalem
worked on the wall. The rulers and residents,
the Temple servants and members of the trade
guilds. Everyone worked.
God is pleased when His people works, and
He notices it. The whole chapter is a list of
individuals who worked on this project. Thirty
eight individuals and fifteen groups are men
tioned by name. God even notices when one
works extra hard (verse 20). God also takes
note of those who do not work (verse 5). There
are those who do no work, those who do some
work and those who do extra work. Which are
you?
At a dinner party a lady said to Lord
Northcliffe, " It is really quite surprising-
Thackery awoke one morning and found himself
famous!" " When that morning dawned," Lord
Northcliffe answered, "Thackery had been
working eight hours a day for fifteen years!
No, madame, the man who wakes up and finds
himself famous hasn't been asleep!"
The only place where success comes before
work is in the dictionary.
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WHEN OPPOSITION COMES

Nehemiah

4:1-23

If you attempt to do anything for the Lord,
you will meet opposition. You need to know what
form it will take, and how to respond. That is
what Nehemiah 4 is all about.
I.

Opposition by ridicule.
A.

Nehemiah 4:1-6

Sanballat and Tobiah ridiculed the
Jews.
When Sanballat saw the wall being
built, he was very angry. He began to
mock. Gathering men together outside
of Jerusalem, he asked a series of
sarcastic questions. He ridiculed
them, their work, their materials, and
their God. Tobiah stepped forward,
took up the jest and carried it fur
ther. He insultingly declared that if
such a small creature as one of the
foxes that prowled the nearby hills
were to jump on the wall, it would
collapse because of its flimsy con
struction. The wall later proved
adequate to withstand such " foxes" as
these men.
Anytime anyone attempts anything
for the Lord, someone is sure to mock:
"
You're narrowminded," " You're a
fanatic," " You're out of date."

B.

Nehemiah responded with prayer and
persistence.
Wise Nehemiah ignored them. He
did not answer their questions, but
rather, he prayed.
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His prayer is a problem, because
his prayer was not a prayer of forgive
ness, but for revenge. However, it was
not personal revenge. To despise the
Jews was to despise Jehovah. Notice
that verse 5 says, "For they have pro
voked You [God] to anger." Thus, Nehe
miah is saying, "This malicious mockery
is blaspheming You, Lord. Vindicate
Yourself by judging them." (paraphrase
mine).
Nehemiah not only prayed, he per
sisted. Verse 6 says, "So built we
the wall."
The people had a mind to
work, so they labored on the wall. At
this point, half of it was finished.
This does not mean that one half of
the city had a wall, and the other
half didn't. It meant that half of
the wall was up all the way around the
city.
II.

Opposition by threat and attack. Neh. 4:7-9
A.

A conspiracy threatened attack.
Sanballat was a Samaritan. Sa
maria was north of Jerusalem, the
Arabians were to the south, the Ammonites dwelt on the east, and Ashdod
was to the west. Jerusalem was sur
rounded by enemies.
The opposition started with two
individuals (2:10), and quickly grew
to three (2:19). The opposition is
now the whole multitude (4:7), and
they are all mad! In their anger
they threaten to attack Nehemiah and
his co-workers.
-19-

B.

Nehemiah prayed and put up a watch.
Prior to this, all prayers i n the
book of Nehemiah have been by one indi
vidual.
Now Nehemiah says, " We made
our prayer unto our God" (4 :9). Nehe
miah's spirit has infected the group;
they all begin to pray.
Practical Nehemiah then set a
watch. To pray and not watch is pre
sumptuous. To watch and not pray is
pride.
Nehemiah is surrounded. He is
threatened. So he prays and puts up a
watch. A marine sergeant once said to
his men, " We're surrounded by the
enemy--don't let one of them escape!"

III.

Opposition by fear.
A.

Nehemiah 4: 10-23

Some get discouraged.
Not all the people in Jerusalem
were as robust as Nehemiah. Some got
discouraged (4:10).

B.

The conspiracy caused fear by threat
ening a surprise attack .
Notice the passage carefully.
Verse 11 says that Sanballat was plan
ning a surprise attack. Verse 12
says, " the Jews..."
It seems that
Sanballat let his plans "leak." He
started a whispering campaign. He was
not really planning to attack. As a
matter of fact, he never did . He was
simply trying to scare them. He was
using fear and getting the Jews to do
his dirty work. They did it well.
They repeated the gossip ten times
-20-

(cf. 4:12). Fear freezes our hearts
and fastens our mouths.
C.

Nehemiah pointed to the Lord and pre
pared the people.
Nehemiah, the charismatic leader
pointed people to the Lord. He shouts,
"Remember the Lord!"
Then he cried, "Don't be afraid,"
literally, "Don't fear." That is,
"Don't fear them." Next Nehemiah says,
"...
the Lord, the great and terrible .. "
(paraphrase mine). The word "terrible"
in Hebrew is the exact same word
"
fear." In other words, Nehemiah is
telling the people to not fear them,
but to fear the Lord. If you fear men,
you won't have the fear of the Lord.
If you have the fear of the Lord, you
won't have the fear of men.
Instead of being filled with fear,
Nehemiah was filled with faith.
Nehemiah took other precautions
(4:13-23). He immediately set the peo
ple strategically on the wall (4:13).
After the immediate
danger, he armed
the workers (4:15-18a). He instituted
an alarm system (4:18b-20) . Then they
all went to work (4:21-23).

Conclusion:
When opposed, acknowledge the Lord and do
what you can.
There are three types of opposition from
without in this chapter: opposition by ridicule,
by threat of attack and by fear. Nehemiah
-21-

ignored the ridicule, prayed and persisted. He
met the threat with prayer and then put a watch .
He handled the fear by pointing to the Lord and
preparing the people for battle. In other words,
in each case, he acknowledged the Lord and took
what practical steps that he could.
Cromwell was right when he said, "Trust God
and keep your powder dry."
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HOW TO PREVENT CONFLICT
Nehemiah 5: 1-19

Opposition comes from without and from with
in. When it comes from within, it usually takes
the form of conflict. What is the cause, the
cure, and perhaps most important of all, the
prevention of conflict?
I.

The cause of conflict is selfishness.
Nehemiah 5:1-5
A.

The people complained.

Neh. 5:2-5

There were three groups of com
plainers. Some had large families
without enough food to eat (5:2).
Others had large mortgages to pay
and could not buy food (5:3). Still
others had large taxes to pay and had
to mortgage their land and sell their
children (5:4,5). Yet the problem
was not hunger, shortages, taxes or
money.

B.

There was a conflict.

Neh. 5:1

Verse 1 says there was a cry
"against their brethren." They were
not complaining about overpopulation
and high taxes, but were complaining
about each other. The problem in this
chapter is not complaining; it's con
flict!

It is clear from verse 7 that the
people referred to in verse 1 are the
poor, and "their brethren" are the rich
rulers. This is a conflict between the
rich and the poor--the have's and the
have nots.

-23-

C.

The cause of conflict.
Note carefully that verse 3 says,
"We have mortgaged" and verse 4 says,
" We have
borrowed." According to Old
Testament law, it was not wrong to
lend money to a non-Jew for interest,
nor was it wrong to lend money to a
Jew. But it was wrong to lend money
to a Jew for interest (cf. Ex. 22:25,
Deut. 23:19-20). The rich were guilty
of practicing usury (cf. 5:7).
The second problem was slavery.
According to the Mosaid Law, a person
could hire himself to another man, but
not become his slave (cf. Lev. 25:3540). The rich were practicing slavery
(5:8).
In short, the cause of this con
flict was selfishness. These were
hard times; taxes were high, food was
in short supply. Some mortgaged their
houses, their farms, and even their
children, all of which was proper and
permitted. The problem was that the
rich took advantage of the situation.
They charged interest (verse 11 says
as much as 12%), and they took the
children as slaves. They were simply
being selfish. Gladstone said, "Self
ishness is the great curse of the
human race."

II.

The cure for conflict is confrontation.
Nehemiah 5:6-13
A.

Nehemiah got angry.

Neh. 5:6

Not all anger is sin. As a
matter of fact, the Bible commands
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us to get angry (Eph. 4:26). Deliber
ate disobedience to the Word of God
ought to make us indignant. A lack of
love ought to infuriate us. The self
ishness that slays and slaughters
others ought to incense us. Instead,
most are indifferent.
B.

Nehemiah counselled with himself.

5:7a

Anger is not sin, but anger can
become sin. So when you get angry,
you need to counsel with yourself to
insure that you do not sin.
C.

Nehemiah confronted the rulers privately.
Neh. 5:7b
When there is a conflict, you need
to go to the guilty party privately. Do
not gossip to others--go to the guilty
(cf. Matt. 18). In this case, the
guilty people justified themselves. If
private confrontation doesn't work, then
what?

D.

Nehemiah confronted them publicly.
Neh. 5:7c-11
Nehemiah knew when to bend and bow
(cf. his prayer in Neh. 1), and he knew
when to be unbending. He now charged
the guilty publicly. Note carefully
that he did not bring up new charges in
public that he had not told them in
private. The charges are the same:
usury and slavery.
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E.

Nehemiah challenged them to restore.
Neh. 5:11-12a
The purpose of this public meeting
was not punishment, but rather to get
them to repent (5:10) and restore (5:11).
It worked. They repented and restored .

F.

Nehemiah confirmed their decision.
Neh. 5:12b-13
Nehemiah did not take any chances
on them breaking their promise, so he
required the priests to administer a
solemn oath to them.

III.

The prevention of conflict is love.
Neh. 5:14-19

A.

Nehemiah did not take or make money.
Neh. 5:14-16b
The story is over, but the chapter
is not. That's strange. Furthermore,
what follows is not something that hap
pened at the time of this trouble, but
rather is a summary of Nehemiah's total
time as governor. By putting this mat
erial in this spot, I think Nehemiah is
giving us the prevention for conflict .
In a word, it is love. The entire time
he was governor, he did not take or
make money.

B.

Nehemiah worked and fed others.
Neh. 5:16-18
He not only did not take or make
money as governor, but he had huge ex
penses in feeding others.
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C.

The prevention of conflict is love.
The noblemen were selfish, Nehemiah
was unselfish. They were out for what
they could get, he was out for what he
could give. They were thinking of them
selves, Nehemiah was thinking of God and
his people. Nehemiah is deliberately
making this contrast (cf. 5:9 with 5:15).

Conclusion:
The prevention of conflict is love. If
brothers practiced love, sacrifice and service,
then brothers would not fight.
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THE SUBTLE OBSTACLES

Nehemiah

6:1-19

There are two kinds of warfare. One is open
battle. The second kind is not open and frontal,
it is secret and subtle. Soldiers go behind the
lines and work behind the backs of their oppo
nents. It is undercover and underhanded.
In our spiritual warfare, Satan employs both
kinds of attack. Sometimes it is open opposition
like ridicule and threat, but he also uses subtle
obstacles. He is a roaring lion and an angel of
light. Believers very often recognize and resist
the roaring lion, but they can fail to see, and
thus fall to the angel of light.
I.

The enemy used a conference to sidetrack.
Neh. 6:1-4
A.

They suggested a conference to distract
Nehemiah. Neh. 6:1-2b
Having failed with a power play,
the enemy now turns from force to
fraud. They suggest a conference in
the Valley of Ono. The Plain of Ono
was about twenty miles northwest of
Jerusalem. That means it was be t ween
Jerusalem and Samaria , on neutral
ground. Their motive was mischief,
literally to do wrong, or e v il (6:2).
Perhaps the hidden agenda was assas
sination.

B.

Nehemiah discerned the trap.

Neh. 6: 2b

Of course the enemy did not say
they had mischief in mind . They said
they had a meeting i n mind. But Nehe
saw beyond the immediate situation
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to the ultimate implication. Many get
sidetracked in their spiritual journey
because they lack discernment. Like a
mouse looking at a rattrap, they see
the immediate food, the now, and fail
to see the ultimate. Learn a lesson of
life. Smart rats see beyond the cheese
to the trap.
C.

Nehemiah denied the trap.

Neh. 6:3

Nehemiah declined to come down to
meet with them. He did that because
he knew what his purpose was. His
purpose was to build the wall, not to
babble in the valley. He measured the
present issue against his ultimate
purpose and said, " No."

D.

II.

Nehemiah was determined. Neh. 6:4
They pressed their invation four
times, and Nehemiah said no four times.
It is not enough to have purpose, or
discernment, or even denial. One must
have determination in order to win.

The enemy used an open letter to slander.
Neh. 6:5-9
A. They sent an open letter to slander him.
Neh. 6:1-8
The fifth time, the opponents sent
an open letter. Letters to leaders
were folded, sealed and put into silk
bags. But this was not a private letter
in a personal envelope. It was a pri
vate letter in a "public" envelope.
That, of course, invited inspection .
The letter contained an accusation
against the Jews, and against Nehemiah.
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In truth, it was pure slander. They
wanted to ruin Nehemiah's reputation
so that they could weaken and wreck
the work.
B.

Nehemiah discerned the trap. Neh. 6:9
Again, Nehemiah saw the trap, and
discerned that they were simply seek
ing to frighten the people. Nehemiah
had 20/20 vision. He read the situa
tion so perfectly that he read between
the lines.

C.

Nehemiah denied the charge. Neh. 6:9
There are times when the proper
approach to slander is to ignore it.
Slander is like a hornet. If you can
not kill
it dead with\ the first blow,
you better not strike at all. Lincoln
once said, "If I were to try to read,
much less answer, all the attacks made
upon me, the shop might as well be
closed for any other business."
Yet there are times when you must
do something . In this case, it was a
written charge publicly known. It
caused doubt among the people who had
already had a bout with discourage
ment. They wanted to hear their leader
say it was not true. So Nehemiah, in
this case, denied the accusation.

D.

Nehemiah depended on the Lord for
determination. Neh. 6:9
Nehemiah then looked to the Lord
to strengthen his hand so that he
could finish the work.
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III.

The enemy used a prophet to get him to
sin. Neh. 6:10-14

A.

They secured a prophet to get him to
sin.
Neh . 6:10
Shemaiah was evidently a priest
who was shut up in his own house.
We are not told why Nehemiah went to
see him, but he did. Shemaiah pro
posed that they enter the Holy Place
to be safe from the assassins. But
it was forbidden for anyone but a
priest to enter the Holy Place. The
enemy was trying to get Nehemiah to
sin. If they could do that, they
could discredit him. The people
would cease to follow him, and the
wall and the work would cease. This
obstac l e is particularly subtle,
because it sounds spiritual. It
came from a supposedly man of God
and concerned the house of God.

B.

Nehemiah discerned the trap. Neh. 6:10
The discernment of this man is
remarkable. He figured out that
Tobiah and Sanballat had hired She
maiah.

C.

He declined the offer .

Neh. 6:11

Nehemiah indignant l y rejected
the scheme of Shemaiah for two rea
sons: (1) a leader in his position
should not run a nd hide our of fear
(cf. "I man such as I"); (2) he knew
that the law forbid him to enter the
Holy Place, under the penalty of
death (cf. "Go into the Temple to
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save his life").
He refused to make
a castle of the cathedral.
D.

Nehemiah prayed.

Neh. 6:14

The prayer sounds like a prayer
of revenge, but is not. He is simply
asking God to deal with his foes. He
rested his case with the Lord.
IV.

The enemy used personal letters to scare.
Neh. 6: 15-19
A.

They sent personal letters to scare
him.
After noting that the wall had
been completed in record time, Nehe
miah adds a post script. Personal
letters were being exchanged between
some of the nobles and Tobiah. Tobiah
and his son had married Jewish women.
These Jewish in-laws sang Tobiah's
praises to Nehemiah, and then relayed
back to him everything they had
learned from the governor. Evidently,
they were using this to scare Nehemiah
(cf. 6:19b).

B.

Nehemiah discerned the trap.
Knowing the connection, it was
not difficult for Nehemiah to figure
out what was going on.

C.

Nehemiah declined the trap.
There is no word that he got
scared. He didn't fall into the trap.
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D.

Nehemiah was determined, not detracted.
Nor is there any word that
ordered them to stop writing to
other . He was not detracted by
The only statement here is that
wall was finished.

he
each
that.
the

Conclusion :
When subtle obstacles come, you must exer
discernment, determination, perception and per
sistance.
To complete any job or reach any goal, you
need to discern subtle obstacles that will de
tract you, and you must be determined to finish
the course. To build or rebuilt anything, you
need a defined purpose, a definite plan and
dogged persistance. Every oak was once a nut
that held its ground.
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MILLER TIME
Nehemiah 7:1-73

The Miller Brewing Company has had a series
of T.V. comnercials using the same basic theme:
"Miller Time." According to the commercials,
Miller Time is after the job is over. I t is when
the day is done.
In the book of Nehemiah, the job is over in
chapter 6. Now what? What is it time to do? Is
it Miller time? Is it time to hit the bar and beer
with the buddies? Is it time to relax and reminisce? Is it time when the old-timers tell the new
comers how they did it? That's the question.
When the job is over, the day is done, the task
is complete, and the goal is gained, then what?
I.

Preserve the gains.
A.

Nehemiah 7:1-3

Nehemiah appointed guards over the
Temple.
Nehemiah appointed porters, singers, and Levites. The Levites were
the assistants to the priests (Num.
18:14). They guarded the sanctuary,
opened and closed it, and cleaned it .
Porters and s i ngers were techn i cally
Levites, too. The porters were gate
keepers. They watched over the house
of God and opened and closed the gates
to the Temple court. In ordinary
times, the Levites and singers had
nothing to do with gua r ding, but t hese
were extraordinary circumstances, so
the singers were guarding as well.

B.

Nehemiah appointed guards over th e
city.
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Hanani and Hananiah were given
charge over Jerusalem. Evidently, each
man ruled over half of the city (cf.
Neh. 3: 9,12). Hanani was Nehemiah's
brother who originally brought to him
the report concerning the city of Jeru
salem (cf. Neh. 1:2). The other, Han
aniah was a faithful man who feared
God. In other words, he knew the Lord
and walked with Him.
C.

Nehemiah established guidelines .
In the ancient world, city gates
were opened at sunrise. Nehemiah
ordered that the gates to Jerusalem
should not be opened until the sun was
high in the sky. This extra precaution
would prevent enemies from taking
advantage of a surprise attack at sun
rise. By waiting until the sun was
high to open the gates, he knew that
the inhabitants would be up and about.
Furthermore,
the gates were to be shut
and barred until the guards were there.
On top of that, the citizens had to be
organized as a civilian defense corps
to take turns sta nding guard outside
their homes at night.

Conclusion :
When Nehemiah finished the wall, he
appointed guards over the Temple and city,
and established guide lines to protect the
city. In short, he preserved the gains .
Had he not established guard s after re
building the wall, all could have been
lost.
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II.

Prepare for an advance.
A.

Nehemiah 7:4-6

Nehemiah prepared for an advance.
At this time, the city of Jeru
salem was large and great, but the
people were few, as well as the houses.
Nehemiah contemplated the vast empty
city and considered how it might be
filled with people. A large population
would strengthen the defense of the
city.
The Lord gave Nehemiah an idea.
He needed to take a census of the
people. The census would show the
distribution of the population. If
he knew the population pattern in the
capital and in the countryside, he
could then determine which districts
could best offer to lose a portion of
their inhabitants to Jerusalem.

B.

We need to prepare for an advance.
When we finish one job, we need
to set goals and prepare for further
work.

III.

Ponder your place.

Nehemiah 7:6-73

Nehemiah discovered a list of the
names of the Jews who came from Persia to
Palestine in 536 B.C. under Zerubbabel.
That list is recorded in the rest of
Nehemiah 7.
The same list is found in Ezra 2
with minor variations. Some agonize
over the differences. How do we account
for them? For one thing, Ezra made his
list in Babylon before the trip. Nehe-
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miah made his list after the trip. But
some object that the sum total in each
list is exactly the same (cf. Ezra 2:64
with Neh. 7:66). The few differences in
names and numbers could be errors by the
copyists.
An analysis of the chapter reveals:
leaders (vs. 7); people by families
(vss. 8-5); people by cities (vss. 26-38);
priests (vss. 39-42); Levites (vss. 43-45);
temple servants (vss. 46-56); Solomon's
servants (vss. 57-60); the returnees with
out a genealogy (vss. 59-63); the total
number of people (vss. 66-67); animals
(vss. 68-69); and gifts given in support
of the work (vss. 70-72).
This list reminds us that the Lord
remembers. It also tells us that the Lord
records what people do. He knows what is
done and who did it.
Conclusion:
When the job is over, you need to preserve
the gains by watching them; prepare for an
advance by establishing new goals; and ponder
your place in God's family .
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MAXIMUM JOY
Nehemiah 8:1--18

What does it take to have maximum joy in
life? Is it entertainment, or enlightenment?
Is it vacation, or vocation? Nehemiah 8 will
help us understand how we can have maximum joy
in life.
I.

They understood the Word.
A.

Nehemiah 8:1-8

They gathered to hear the Word.

8:1,2

The people gathered in the court
of the Temple to hear the Word of God
read. (The word " street" in Hebrew
literally
means " court.")
They ask
Ezra the priest to fetch the book of
the Law and read it to them.
Nehemiah 8:2 points out that it
was the first day of the seventh month.
From Nehemiah 6:15, we know the wall
was completed on the 25th day of the
sixth month . So this is a few days
after the completion of the wall. Fur
thermore, the seventh month was the
feast month par excellence. According
to Leviticus 23, it was the time for
the Feast of Trumpets, the Day of
Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernac
les.

B.

They heard the Word.

Neh. 8:3-6

The people listened from morning
(i.e., dawn) until mid-day. That is
six hours!
Ezra stood on a pulpit. This is
the only time the word " pulpit" occurs
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in the Bible. The Hebrew word here
simply means "elevated stage." Thir
teen men stood with Ezra; six on his
right and seven on his left. These
men apparently assisted him. As the
Word was read, the people stood signi
fying their reverence for it. As
they heard the Word they worshipped.
C.

They understood the Word.

Neh. 8:7,8

Verse 8 says, "... read in the book
of the Law of God distinctly." This can
either mean that they translated, or
they explained the meaning of the text.
Since the people probably knew Hebrew,
this probably means that the Scriptures
were explained to them.
"
[They] gave the sense," which
means to have insight. In other words,
the Scriptures were explained so that
the people got a sense (insight) and
understood.

These people, living in 444 B.C.,
were hearing something written by Moses
about 1400 B.C. Moses had written in a
different time, in a language they
knew, but one that had obviously
changed. In other words, they were
hearing a Hebrew Bible with Babylonian
ears . In order for them to understand,
they had to know something about liter
ature, history and language. We face a
similar problem today. For us to under
stand the Bible, we need to understand
literature, history and language.
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II.

They obeyed the Word.
A.

Nehemiah 8:9-12

They wept.
As they heard the Word, they
could have been indifferent . They
could have rejected what they heard.
Instead, they were convicted. B.B.
Warfield once said that the Bible is
the Word of God in such a way that when
the Bible speaks, God speaks.

B.

They were urged to obey.
Nehemiah, Ezra and the Levites,
were undoubtedly glad to see the con
viction, but in this case, something
else had to be communicated. Verse 9
says they "taught... this day." In
other words, this was the first day of
the seventh month (cf. verse 2); it
was the Feast of Trumpets. This was
no time for weeping, but for celebra
tion. This day was holy to the Lord.
Weeping was inappropriate, so the
people were instructed to celebrate
the feast with eating, drinking and
sharing (cf. verse 10).
Furthermore, they were reminded
that the joy of the lord was their
strength. The joy of the Lord is that
joy which springs up in our hearts
because of our relationship to the
Lord. It is a God-given gladness
found in communion with God. It is
not hilarity or hollow laughter, it
is the spiritual joy that comes from
fellowship. This joy is our "strength,"
i.e., place of safety, protection,
stronghold. Their refuge was God.
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They had built a wall, they carried
spears and swords, but their protection
was the Lord. Perhaps this can also
mean that the joy of our Lord is our
strength, in the sense of being our
inspiration, our energy, and our enthu
siasm. By the nature of things, joy is
exhilerating; pain is depressing. Hap
piness is a nerve tonic.
C.

III.

They obeyed.
The people got the message (verse
12). They went to their homes to keep
the peace: to eat, drink and share.
They immediately obeyed . Delayed obe
dience is disobedience. They complete
ly obeyed. Partial obedience is dis
obedience as well.

They obeyed and had great joy. Neh. 8:13-18
A.

The leaders returned the next day to
hear more. Neh. 8:13
The great Bible reading that took
place the first day was only the begin
ning. The mass returned to their towns
and homes. The heads of families, the
priests and Levites came back the next
day to hear more .

B.

They understood more.
By this time the reading had ad
vanced to Leviticus 23. They discov
ered there that they were to observe
the Feast of Tabernacles from the fif
teenth to the twenty-second of the
seventh month. During these five days
they were to live in booths constructed
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from fresh branches of fruit and palm
trees. All of this was to be done in
memory of their fathers dwelling in
booths after the exodus from Egypt.
C.

They obeyed.
The leaders published and pro
claimed, in the city and countryside,
this new truth they had found (verse
15). The people immediately obeyed
(verse 16). Verse 17 does not mean
they had not celebrated this feast
since the days of Joshua. Those who
returned with Ezra had kept the feasts
the first year of their return (cf.
Ezra 3:4). It does mean that not since
Joshua's time had all the people made
booths. Verse 17 says they also had
very great gladness.

Conclusion:
Habitual obedience produces maximum joy .
You can hear and not understand the Word of God,
but there is no joy in that. There may be men
tal satisfaction in that, but no divine joy.
You can obey and not obey habitually and have
joy, but that joy is partial. If you want joy,
real and maximum joy, you must habitually obey
the Word of God (cf. John 15:10,11).
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TRUE SPIRITUALITY

Nehemiah 9:1-38
The church crowd contains the unbeliever,
the unfruitful and the useful. The useful be
lievers are the obedient ones. What is it like
to be obedient? When you are truly spiritual,
what is your attitude like toward God, yourself
and others?
Nehemiah 9 contains the longest recorded
prayer in the Bible. This extended prayer
describes true spirituality.
I.

The people read the Word of God.
Nehemiah 9:1-5
A.

They assembled.
Two days after the termination
of the Feast of Tabernacles, that is,
on the twenty-fourth of the month,
the people assembled again. These
people had been hearing and heeding
the Word for almost a month, but in
stead of resting and recuperating,
they regathered to hear more.

B.

They separated themselves.
Verse 2 says they separated them
selves from strangers. The re are
three interpretations of this: (1) a
voluntary renunciation of connections
with the heathen and heathen customs;
(2) measures were taken so that only
Israelites were admitted to the
assembly; (3) the dissolution of the
marriage contact with heathen women.
The second interpretation is no doubt
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the correct one.
C.

They read the Word.
In Nehemiah 8, the people lis
tened to the reading of the Scriptures
for six hours. In Nehemiah 9, the six
hours was divided into listening to
the reading of the Word and confessing
and worshipping.

D.

They prayed.
The Levites stood on stairs and
prayed. Then they exhorted the people
to pray . The long prayer which follows
was probably uttered by Ezra.

II.

They prayed.
A.

Nehemiah 9:6-37

They began with praise (for the God of
creation).
They began with praise for God as
the God of creation. Note that verse
6 says, "Thou hast made ... Thou preser
vest... and the host of heaven worship 
peth Thee." The proper way to begin
a prayer is with praise.

B.

They continued with praise (for the
God of Israel).
Verses 7-37 review Israel's his
tory. The prayer divides Israel's
history from Abraham to Nehemiah's
time into six parts:
1.

Abraham (9:7,8)
Ezra says to God, " You
promised, You performed, You are
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righteous" (My own translation.)
2.

Exodus (9:9-21)
God worked (9:9-15). He also
got a name and made the Sabbath
known. The people sinned (9:16-18).
Even though God worked in their
behalf, they sinned. God forgave
(9:17). God did not react with
law, rightousness and justice,
but with grace, mercy and kind
ness. God was faithful (9:17,1921). God did not forsake them.

3.

The conquest (9:22-25)
Again, God worked (9:22-25a).
Ezra concludes that God is good.

4. Judges (9:26-28)
In this period God worked and
again the people sinned. Remember
the pattern of this period: sin,
servitude, supplication and salva
tion. The conclusion is that God
was merciful.
5.

The kingdom (9:29,30a)
God testified (9:29). He
provided judges, but the people
sinned (9:29).

6.

The captivity (9:30b-31)
Finally, God gave them in to
captivity (9:30b). Yet, in the
midst of judgment, God did not
forsake His people, nor make a
full end of them. God was gracious
(9:31)
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C.

They concluded with a plea for mercy.
With the word " now" Ezra arrives
at the present. He speaks to God about
the situation as it is now. God is
great, faithful and merciful. So Ezra
asks that He not forget their present
problem. Note that God is righteous.
The people are sinful and need mercy.

Conclusion:
In this chapter, the people assembled with a
repentant attitude, read the Scripture, and
prayed. In the prayer they praised God, confessed
their failure, and asked for mercy .
There are many lessons in this, the longest
recorded prayer in the Bible. The major lesson of
this chapter is this: When the Word is truly
grasped, people will concede and confess God's
greatness and their sinfulness. The faithfulness
of God and the failure of the people are repeated
ly emphasized in this chapter.
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THE RIGHT VIEW OF DEDICATION
Nehemiah 10: 1-39

The Biblical doctrine of dedication is often
misunderstood. There are as ma ny views of conse
cration as there are nickles in a dollar. For a
correct view, several questions need to be asked
and answered. Who does it, sinners, new Christ
ians, backsliders? What is involved, service,
separation, or sanctification? Finally, what is
the result of dedication?
I.

Hard working, obedient, repentant people
made a covenant. Nehemiah 9:38-10:28
A.

A covenant was made.

Neh. 9:38

Because the people realized their
sinfulness and God's graciousness,
they made a covenant.
B.

Leaders and laymen signed it.
The Hebrew word translated
"princes" in verse 38 means "chief,
ruler, official." This is not a ref
erence to royalty, just to leaders.
To seal a document was to authen
ticate it. It was done by putting an
impression upon some moist clay and
then the clay was baked. Sometimes
each party stamped his seal upon a
separate piece of clay, which was then
attached to the document by means of a
string. Thus, any number of seals
could be attached. Today, we would
simply say they signed it.
The leaders signed the covenant.
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Their names are given in Neh. 10:1-27.
This long list of names tells us
that Nehemiah signed the covenant, as
well as Zidkijah, who was secretary to
the governor. Next, the priests signed
(10:2-8). Then the Levites signed
(10:9-13). The chief priests signed
(10:14-27). Finally, the laymen signed
(10:28).
Conclusion:
The people who signed the covenant in
chapter 10 were the same people who built
the wall and worked hard in chapters 1-6.
In chapter 8 they heard the Word and obeyed
it. These are the same people, who in chap
ter 9, confessed that God had been gracious
and they had been sinful. So these were
hard-working, obedient, repentant people who
made this covenant. It's not just babes and
backsliders who need to dedicate themselves
to the Lord, it is obedient and repentant
believers, as well.
II.

The covenant was to obey the Word in every
area. Nehemiah 10 : 29-39
A.

The covenant was to obey the Word.
Neh. 10: 29
To enter into a curse" simply
means "to swear." They took an oath to
obey the Word of God. Dedication is
simply saying to the Lord, " I will obey
your Word" (cf. Rom. 6:13,16).
"

B.

The covenant was to obey the Word in
the area of marriage. Neh. 10:30
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Inter-marriage with non-Jewish
people was clearly forbidden in the
Scriptures (cf. Ex. 34:12-16; Deut.
7:3; Josh. 23:12; etc.) The New Testa
ment forbids a Christian to marry a
non-Christian.
In this passage, parents were deciding
that they would not give or take their
daughters in marriages that were not
honoring to the Lord. Note carefully
that the parents were making this
decision . They could do that because
of the custom of their time which
allowed parents to pick out the future
partners of their children . Because
of our custom, parents today cannot
make that exact same decision, but a
decision in this area can be made.
In principle, parents can decide to
pray and to teach to that end.
C.

The covenant was to be obeyed in the
area of business. Neh. 10:31
There is a sense in which this
verse deals with Sabbath observance.
Three particulars regarding the Sab
bath law are mentioned. Yet it also
deals with trade, commerce and busi
ness. The issue is not just the
Sabbath, but the buying and selling
on the Sabbath. Ultimately the verse
deals with their business life. They
were saying that when the Sabbath and
selling conflict, the Sabbath would
win. In other words, we are to obey
the Word in our business life.

D.

The covenant was to obey the Word in
the area of the house of God. Neh.
10: 32-39
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The rest of the chapter gives us
three specific areas in which they
promised to obey the Word in the area
of the house of God. For example, they
pledged to pay a Temple tax (vss. 32,
33); they promised to provide a wood
offering (vs. 34); they promised to
produce the first fruits at the Temple
(vss. 35,36); they also promised to
pay the priests (vss. 37,38).
Conclusion:
Hard working, obedient, repentant people
made a covenant to obey the Word of God in every
area of their lives:
in their weddings, in their
work and in their worship.
Everyone needs to dedicate themselves to
obey the Word of God in every area of their
lives. Dedication does not make one spiritual,
nor guarantee that one will remain spiritual,
but nevertheless, we need to consecrate our
selves to the Lord.
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GOD NEEDS YOU

Nehemiah 11:1-36
God needs me?

Don't you mean that I need

God?
It's true that you need God, but the
Scripture also teaches that God needs you.
God's Person does not need you, but His pro
gram does.
I.

God's work needs people.
A.

Nehemiah 11:1

God's purpose was to establish a com
munity that honored Him.
From Nehemiah 1:9, we know that
God wanted to set His name in Jerusa
lem. Verse 11 of that chapter tells
us that He desired for people to fear
His name. In other words, God's pur
pose was to establish a community that
honored Hirn. It was not just the
return to the city, but the restora
tion of the community that God was
after. That takes more than brick and
mortar, it requires people.

B.

Nehemiah's plan was to repopulate Jer
usalem.
Immediately after the wall was
completed, Nehemiah made plans to re
populate the city (cf. Neh. 7:4,5).
No doubt, by relocation of the Jewish
population, Jerusalem would be a
strong and beautiful capitol, the
symbol of national unity. Increasing
the population would also make the
city less vulnerable to attack, and
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provide adequate personnel for the
Temple. But beyond that, Nehemiah
knew that the ultimate purpose of God
was a strong community bent on doing
His work and His will. That takes
people. So Nehemiah planned to repop
ulate Jerusalem.
C.

Nehemiah's plan was interrupted.
His plan was to repopulate Jeru
salem, but a revival broke out (cf.
Neh. 8-10). So when we come to
chapter 11, Jerusalem is still a
large city with a small population.
If God's work (the Temple), and God's
will (the Torah) is to be done, people
must be there.

II.

People were chosen by lot.
A.

Nehemiah 11:1

Nehemiah used lots to choose the peo
ple.
Nehemiah used the casting of lots
to determine who should move to Jeru
salem. That immediately brings up
many questions. What was the casting
of lots? What was it used for in the
Bible? Should we use it today?

B.

Before the day of Pentecost, lots
determined the "who," not "what."
What was it? Frankly, we do not
know for certain what the casting of
lots was . The most common suggestion
is that stones were marked and put
into a vase. The container was then
shaken violently so there would be a
mingling of the contents. After that,
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someone would simply draw out one of
the stones.
For what was it used? In the
Bible, the casting of lots was used
for the following:
(1)

to determine which goat should be
sacrificed (Lev. 16:7-10);

(2)

to divide the land among the
tribes (Num. 26:55);

(3)

to detect who committed
(Josh. 7:14-18);

(4)

to decide who should go to war
(Judg. 1:1-3);

(5)

to determine who should be the
first king of Israel (I Sam. 10:
20,21);

(6)

to determine who had offended
God (I Sam. 14:41,42);

(7)

to determine who should serve in
the Temple (I Chron. 24:5);

(8)

to determine who should bring the
wood (Neh. 10:34);

(9)

to determine who should live
Jerusalem (Neh. 11:1);

(10)

a crime

in

to determine who should replace
the leader (Acts 1:26).

There is no question that that
casting of the lots was used to deter
mine God's will (cf. Prov. 16:33), but
I would like to suggest that in most
cases, it wa s the " who" of the will of
God, and not the "what" of the will of
God that was being determined . For
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example, in the case of Nehemiah, the
"what" of the will of God was deter
mined by the Word of God (cf. Neh. 1:
9,11), and the Spirit of God (cf. Neh.
7:5). The issue in Nehemiah 11:1 is
not what should be done. That had
already been decided. The issue was
who should move to Jerusalem.
Should it be used today? My
response to that is that normally we
know the will of God from the Word of
God. There are times when the Spirit
of God leads us. (Frankly, those are
the exception and not the rule.) Be
yond that, I do not know of anything
in the Bible that forbids it, neither
do I know of anything in the New Testa
ment in favor of it. The one time in
the New Testament that lots were used,
it was by Christians to replace Judas.
But note carefully that they had deter
mined the "what" from Scripture. They
were two equally qualified men. The
issue was now " who." That was decided
by the Lord through lots. The only
other time lots were used in the New
Testament was when the soldiers cast
lots to see who got the garment of
Jesus. That was an incident of humil
iation.
The conclusion is that we know
God's will from God's Word and that we
are led by the Spirit of God. There
is no incident of lots after the coming
of the Spirit at Pentecost.
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III.

The selected people moved willingly.
Nehemiah 11:2
Nehemiah 11:2 says the selected
people went willingly. Most would not
want to pull up roots and move to Jerusa
lem. How, then, do we explain that they
did this so willingly? Maybe they did it
because they knew it was not the lots,
but the Lord that determined the issue.
No doubt that is true, at least to some
degree. But just being convince that
this was the will of God does not settle
the issue. (Remember the case of Jonah?)
Perhaps the ultimate answer is the revi
val recorded in Nehemiah 8-10. In chap
ter 8 they heard the law read, in chapter
9 they confessed their sins, and in chap
ter 10 they made a covenant to obey. It
was the Word that made them willing.

IV.

The people moved and worked.
A.

The people moved.
The people willingly moved to
Jerusalem. The rest of the chapter
is a list of the names of the people.
Verses 3-24 are the residents of
Jerusalem. Verses 25-36 list the
residents outside Jerusalem.

B.

The people worked.
Of course, the purpose of the
move was to work. Notice the various
references to a variety of jobs in
Nehemiah 11:
(1)

the work of the house" (vs. 12),
that is, the work of the Temple;

"
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(2) the "mighty men of valor" (vs. 14),
that is, the defense of the city;
(3) "outward business of the house"
(vs. 16), that is, the maintenance

of the Temple;

(4)

"

to begin the thanksgiving in
prayer" (vs. 17), that is, the
work of the choir;

(5) "[those who] kept the gates" (vs.
19), that is, the defense of the
city;
(6) "over the business of the house of
God" (vs. 22), that is, the admin
istration of the Temple;
(7)
V.

"

in all matters concerning the
people" (vs. 24).

The workers were blessed by the people.
Nehemiah 11:2
Nehemiah 11:2 says the people blessed
all the men. Remember, these men were
chosen by lot, and yet they were willing
to go to Jerusalem. When the people saw
their willingness, they blessed them. If
you are a willing worker, people will
bless you. If you are willful,
they will
blast you.

Conclusion:
God's work must have willing workers. There
is a process involved in this principle. We hear
God's Word, we recognize God's grace and our sin
fulness, we covenant to do God's work and become
willing workers in God's business. When we have
become God's workers, we are blessed by God and
His people.
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LET'S CELEBRATE!

Nehemiah

12:21-41

If you look at the world in which we live,
you might conclude that there is not much to
celebrate about. As someone has said, "Things
are not as bad as you think--they're worse."
Or, there is the comment, "If you're happy, you
just don't understand the situation." A man
once said to me, "If there is light at the end
of the tunnel--it is a train."
So how can anyone say, " Let's celebrate!"
Nehemiah 12 contains a celebration, but it was
not because of their situation. The circum
stances did not offer much for celebration . In
chapter 5, the people complained about high
taxes, high interest rates and low supplies.
In chapter 9, they poured their problems before
the Lord, including heavy taxes, forced labor,
compulsory military service and even slavery.
Anyone looking at their circumstances would
have said there was not much to celebrate about,
and yet, Nehemiah 12 is a celebration.
I.

They assembled for a celebration.
miah 12:27-29
A.

Nehe

They assembeled for a dedication.
The wall was finished in chapter
6, but before they could dedicate the
the wall, a revival broke out, and
then Nehemiah completed plans for the
repopulation of the city. Now, after
all of that is over, they are getting
around to dedicating the wall.
There are two different words
for " dedication" in Hebrew. One
means " to consecrate , or make holy."
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It is employed of the priestly sacri
fices. The other word means "to initiate," that is, to mark the beginning
of something.
It signifies a commence
ment, a new beginning. This is the
word for dedicate used in verse 27.
So this is not a dedication in the
sense we usually think. It is not
setting something apart. A better
word to describe what is going on here
is "celebration."
B.

Their dedication was a celebration.
Verse 27 says, "dedication with
gladness." Verses 27-29 record their
assembly for a celebration with thanks
giving, with singing and with the
playing of instruments.

II.

They began with purification.

Nehemiah

12:30

Nehemiah 12:30 says the priests and
the Levites purified themselves, and then
the people and the place. The method of
purification is not stated. During the
wilderness wanderings, the priests washed
in water before fulfilling their ser
vices (Ex. 30:17-21). The ritual here
no doubt included washing themselves and
their clothing (cf. Num. 19). The gates
of the walls were probably sprinkled with
blood for purification (cf. II Chron. 29:
20-24).
There was cleansing before celebra
tion, purification before partying, and
holiness before happiness. This, of
course, is the exact opposite of the con
cept today. The humor and comedy that is
supposed to produce joy deals with un
cleanness instead of cleanness.
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III.

They then had proces s ion.
31-42

Nehemiah 12 :

Nehemiah 12:31 says that Nehemiah
appointed two great companies. One went
to the right and the other went to the
left. Both groups met in the court of
the Temple where the dedication service
took place. Note especially that there
was the giving of thanks (verse 40). We
should do the same. When the work is
completed, we are to give thanks for the
work of others, as well as for the work
of God.
IV.

They concluded with a peace offering.
Nehemiah 12:43
The celebration included the offering
of sacrifices. These were probably not
burnt offerings, but peace offerings in
connection with which the people shared
in a common meal. It was an occasion for
great rejoicing. Everyone took part.
Nehemiah refers to the joy five times in
this verse. As a matter of fact, the joy
was so great, everybody heard it. Verse
43 does not say they heard the song, but
that the joy was heard from afar.

V.

The result was provision for the Temple.
Nehemiah 12:44-47
The people then took steps to make
certain that those who served at the
Temple, the priests, the Levites, the
singers, and the porters, were all pro
vided for. Men were appointed as custo
dians of the first fruits and tithes.
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Conclusion:
The people celebrated the completion of the
wall by purifyin g themselves, having a proces
sional of thanksgiving, a peace offering, and by
providing for the Temple. To put it simply,
there was celebration, cleansing, praising and
giving. Today, we often have guilt, griping and
greed. Martin Luther said, "The devil is a
chronic grumbler." A Christian ought to be a
living doxology.
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THE SURPRISE ENDING
Nehemiah 13:1-31

Now that we have come to the last chapter
of the book of Nehemiah, what is the end of the
story? Considering these people's determina
tion and dedication, I would expect it to be
something like, "And they lived happily ever
after." Or, considering the book as a literary
unit, I would expect it to end after the climax. The dedication of the wall in chapter 12
is certainly that. It would be both a fitting
climax and conclusion to the book, but there is
one more chapter . It is a surprise ending.
To understand this chapter, we need to
know that Nehemiah returned to Persia between
chapters 12 and 13. At first sight the phrase,
"on that day," in verse 1 seems to refer to the
day of dedication mentioned just prior in chap
ter 12. But Nehemiah 13:10 makes that impos
sible, for it tells us that on that day the
Levites were not being given their portions,
whereas this had been done at the time of the
dedication (cf. Neh. 12:47), So Nehemiah re
turned to Persia between chapters 12 and 13.
"On that day" after his return, he discovered
what becomes the surprise ending to this book.
The surprise is that these devoted, dedi
cated people tripped over temptation, fell into
sin and laid down in disobedience . Their minds
wandered away from the Word, their hearts
departed from devotion and their feet went
astray from God's direction. In other words,
they backslid! There is a lesson here. No
matter how dedicated and determined, there is
always the possibility of backsliding. Let's
look at the surprise ending: backsliding.
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I.

They backslid in every area.
A.

Relationships.
This chapter deals with five
issues: foreigners (13:1-3); the Tem
ple (13 : 4-9); the Levites (13:10-14);
the Sabbath (13:15-22); and marriage
(13:23-31). These issues cover dif
ferent areas of life, two dealing with
the same area. Let's consider these
five areas of life in which they back
slid.

The first deals with relation
ships with people. Deuteronomy 23:
3,4 forbid Ammonites and Moabites from
the congregation. That was because
these foreigners not only refused the
Israelites a hospitable reception, but
they had even hired Balaam to curse
Israel. The Jews, of course, knew all
this (cf. Neh. 9:2), yet they slid
backwards and once again allowed for
eigners into their congregation.
B.

The congregation.
Eliashib, the high priest, let
God's enemy live in God's house (Neh.
13:4,5). Tobiah was one of the men
who tried to stop the building of the
wall. Now the man of God let this
enemy of God live in the house of God.
The chambers, mentioned in these
verses, were large rooms that stored
grain, utensils and vessels of wor
ship. The great chambers, in verse
5, were several rooms. This would be
like a pastor using the general fund
of the church to pay Madeline Murray
O'Hair's house payment.
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But the problem was not just the
priests, it was also the people. They
were not bringing their tithes to the
Temple. That's why the storage cham
bers were empty and available for
Tobiah. In the meantime, the Levites
and singers were farming for a living
(Neh. 13:10).
The priests and the people forsook
the house of God. In light of Neh. 10:
32-39, that is amazing, for in chapter
10 they made a covenant and promised
to: (1) pay a Temple tax; (2) provide
a wood offering; (3) produce the first
fruits; (4) pay the priests. They slid
back. They forsook God and His house.
C.

Business.
Next, Nehemiah 13 deals with the
Sabbath. The Jews in Judea were work
in on Saturday (verse 15). Therefore,
they brought their products to Jeru
salem and the Jews of Jerusalem bought
them. On top of that, the men of Tyre
brought fish and other things to sell
both in Judea and Jerusalem.
This was a violation of Exodus
20 : 8-11, and their oath in Nehemiah
10:31. They slid backwards in the
area of business. When you forsake
God, and the Bible and business con
flict, you go with business every time.
You work rather than worship. You
will mislead to make a sale, you will
lie to look good, and you will cheat
to compete .
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D.

Marriage.
There was also the problem of
mixed marriages (Neh. 13:23,24).
Mixed marriages were contrary to the
Mosaic law (Ex. 34:15,16; Deut. 7:
1-4). This had been dealt with thirty
years before by Ezra (cf. Ezra 9: 1-4),
and these people had made a covenant
saying they would no longer do that
(cf. Neh. 10:30). Yet, they forgot
their vow and allowed mixed mar
riages.

Conclusion:
These people slid backwards in every
area of their life: their relationships,
the congregation, business and marriage.
Spiritual slippage usually starts in one
area and then affects other areas until
all areas of a person's life are affected.
II.

Nehemiah dealt with each problem deci
sively.
A.

He saw the problem.
Nehemiah 13 not only lists the
problems, it also lists the solutions.
First, Nehemiah saw the problem.
Verse 7 says that he understood. The
Hebrew word means he had discernment,
insight, understanding. Verse 10
tells us that he perceived. That is
the Hebrew word for "to know." Ver
ses 15 and 23 say that he saw. In
other words, Nehemiah perceived, he
had insight, and saw the sin. Most
backsliders do not see the sin. They
feel bad, but do not see the truth.
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B.

Nehemiah argued his case.
It is said three times that he
"contended" (Neh. 13: 11, 17, 25). That
Hebrew word means "to strive, or con
tend." It can even mean "to quarrel
noisily and shout, to clamour." Nehe
miah argued. Not in the sense that he
was argumentative, but in the sense
that he argued his case. He contended
for what was right.
In verse 11 he asks, "Why is the
house of God forsaken?" In verse 17
he urges, "What evil thing is this
that you do and profane the sabbath
day? Again, in verse 25 he asks, "Did
not Solomon, King of Israel, sin by
these things?"
When dealing with a backslider,
you may have to contend. For that
matter, you may have to contend with
yourself.

C.

Nehemiah acted.
Nehemiah personally pitched To
biah's furniture out of the chamber
and then ordered it cleansed. He
wanted it decontaminated. When the
cleansing was completed, the chamber
was once again filled with grain.
He gathered the Levites and put
them in their place. Then Judah
brought their tithes (verse 12).
Nehemiah then appointed treasurers.
He chose faithful men (verse 13).
He also took charge in ordering
the gates closed from Friday evening
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to Saturday evening, even posting
servants as guards. When the mer
chants set up outside the wall, Nehe
miah probably climbed up on the wall
and shook his fists. He vehemently
warned that if they hung around again
on the Sabbath, he would personally
attack them.
Nehemiah 13:28 says, "Therefore,
I drove him from me."
The point is that Nehemiah dealt
with each problem decisively. If you
are going to deal with sin, you must
do it, the quicker the better, and the
more complete the better.
D.

Nehemiah addressed the Lord.
Nehemiah addresses four times in
this chapter. He says, "Remember me,
O my God."
In verse 14 it was that
God not wipe out his good. In verse
22 it was that God spare him. In
verse 29 it was that they had defiled.
In verse 31 it was, "Remember me, O
my God," for good.
This is not a case of Nehemiah
praying after the fact, but rather,
Nehemiah saying, "God, I did what you
said, so now preserve it and protect
me." It's one thing to solve a pro
blem, and another thing to keep it
solved. God could do that. So we
must pray and keep it before Him.
Jude 24 says, " Now unto Him that is
able to keep."
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Conclusion:
The surprise ending, that really isn't a
surprise, is that after their spiritual high,
they hit a spiritual low. They started slip
ping and sliding backwards in every area of
their lives.
Nehemiah dealt with the spirit
ual slippage decisively . He analyzed the
problem, argued his case, acted, and acknow
ledged God.
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THE HAS BEEN WHO WAS AGAIN
Sin is like a storm.
It can hit in a hurry
like a hurricane or tornado, or it can creep in
slowly like the rising waters of a flood. Some
times the result is slight, and sometimes it is
severe.
It can wreck homes and hearts.
After the damage, destruction and devesta
tion comes rebuilding. But where do you start?
How do you do it? What is the goal? Those are
the questions the book of Nehemiah answers.
To understand the answers, we must look at
the book of Nehemiah as a whole. It is obvious
that the book should be divided into two parts
(cf. Neh. 1:2,3; 2:12; 7:5). The first part
relates the rebuilding of the wall (chapters
1-6). The second half of the book tells about
the restoration of the community (7-12).
I.

Nehemiah rebuilt the wall.
A.

Nehemiah 1-6

Rebuilding requires prayer.
When Nehemiah heard about the
conditions at Jerusalem, he was thou
sands of miles away, and could not
just "get away," for he was a slave
to the king. He saw the need and
knew God's will and God's Word, yet
humanly speaking, he could do no
thing, so he prayed. The principle
is that when anything needs rebuild
ing, start with prayer.

B.

Rebuilding requires a plan.
Chapter 2 tells us that Nehemiah
planned. When the king asked why he
was sad, he told him. When the king
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asked what he needed, he told him.
In chapter 1 he prayed, but between
chapters 1 and 2, a four-month period,
Nehemiah obviously did some planning.
When the Lord answered Nehemiah's
prayer, he already had a plan. But
that's not all. Chapter 2 also tells
us he travelled to Jerusalem, took a
midnight ride and got people involved;
all of which demands planning.
C.

Planning requires work.
Chapter 3 tells us that Nehemiah
went to work, and so did the people.
If you want to build, or rebuild any
thing physical or spiritual, there
must be work. Usually, those who fail
to rebuild do so because of a lack of
work.
Chapter 3 not only tells us that
there was work, it tells us there was
cooperation. Rebuilding large pro
jects requires not only labor, but
cooperation.

D.

Rebuilding requires persistence.
Nehemiah encountered opposition.
chapters 4 through 6 tell us about
the opposition from without, from
within, and then again from without .
In order to finish, he not only
needed to work, but he needed to work
in the face of opposition. That
required persistence. Don't be afraid
of a little opposition. Remember,
the kite of success generally rises
against the wind of adversity, not
with it.

-69-

II.

Nehemiah restored the community.
A.

He repopulated Jerusalem.
The story does not end with the
completion
of the wall in chapter 6.
There are seven more chapters. The
real issue in Nehemiah is not just
rebuilding, but restoring. What God
wanted, and what Nehemiah understood,
was the need for a community of willing, working, worshiping saints (cf.
Neh. 1:9,11). That community of wor
shiping believers was God's witness
to the world. So after the rebuild
ing, there was restoration. In chap
ter 7, Nehemiah set out to repopulate
Jerusalem. That program was inter
rupted by a revival in chapters 8
through 10. But in chapter 11, Nehe
miah returned to that project and
finished it.

B.

A revival broke out.
In the midst of repopulating,
there was a revival. The ingredients
of that revival were: obedience to
the Word (ch. 8); praise and confes
sion (ch. 9); the covenant of dedica
tion (ch. 10). Revival is nothing
more than a renewed dedication and
determination to obey God and His
Word.

C.

Nehemiah restored the community again.
Nehemiah 12 should be the climax
and conclusion of the book. It is the
climax, but not the conclusion. Chap13 recounts the failure of the people.
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In chapter 13, they were caught in the
same sins they had covenanted not to
commit in chapter 10. Man is sinful,
and fickle, and wanders away. Since
that is the case, there is always the
need for restoration.
Conclusion:
The subject of Nehemiah is rebuilding and
restoring. The wall was rebuilt and the com
munity was restored. Nehemiah rebuilt the wall
by prayer and persistence so he could restore
the community with people willing to work and
worship, and he did it! The city of Jerusalem,
the has been, was again!
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WHAT THIS MAN TAUGHT ME

The Bible is like
the feature section of
the Sunday paper.
It is filled with stories
of people.
If you took the biographies out of
the Bible, you would have barely enough for a
book.
Obviously, then, God wants us to learn
from men.
Let me share with you what Nehemiah
has taught me.
I.

Nehemiah was deeply spiritual.
A.

He was concerned about God's work.
Nehemiah was obvious ly a deeply
spiritual
man.
He was concerned
about God's work.
In chapter 1, when
he heard about Jerusalem, he wept,
prayed, planned and persisted until
he did something about it.
In chap
ter 5:14,15, he was governor over
Jerusalem, and did not accept a sal
ary .
"The fear of God" does not mean
that he was afraid of God, it means
that because of his reverence for
God, he gave up his right to be paid.
He could have been concerned about
himself and taken what was rightfully
his.
In chapter 13:30,31, when he
returned and found the people backslidden,
he immediately "cleaned
house." He put the house of God in
order, restored the sabbath obser
vance, and rebuked sinful intermar
riages.
He could have been concerned
about himself and just not have
go tten involved.
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8.

He was a man of prayer.
Note when Nehemiah prayed:
(1) when he heard about Jerusalem
(1:5-11);
(2) when he was afraid before the
king (2: 4);
(3) when he was being rediculed (4:
4,5);

(4) when he was being threatened
(4:9);
(5) when he sacrificed his salary
(5:19);
(6) when he needed strength (6:9);
(7) when he was opposed by enemies
(6:14);
(8) when he wanted his work to last

(13:14);

(9) when he wanted protection (13:22);
(10) when he wanted backsliders to
repent (13:29);
(11) when he wanted blessing (13:31).
II.

Nehemiah was refreshingly natural.
A.

He was afraid.
Nehemiah knew when to be afraid.
In chapter 2:1,2, he was afraid before
the king. Nehemiah 6:9 does not mean
he was actually afraid, but he at least
had to fight the fear. Nehemiah 6:19
tells us that he fought the fear re
peatedly. Nehemiah was human. He
could be afraid.
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B.

III.

He got angry.
Nehemiah had to tangle with tem
per (cf. Neh. 5:6, 13:8, 13:25). His
anger was legitimate. It was the
anger of a leader at sin, commonly
called, " righteous
indignation."

Nehemiah was exceptionally practical.
In chapter 2, when he was before the
king and the king asked him what he needed,
he asked for permission to go to Jerusalem.
That was the practical thing to do. He
also asked for passage and for provisions.
Later, he not only put the people t o
work, he put the priests to work at the
sheepgate and the people to work in front
of their own houses (cf. Neh. 3). When
faced with opposition, he did the practical
thing. He posted guards (Neh. 4:16). He
then had the workers carry weapons (Neh.
4:17).

Conclusion:
Nehemiah was spiritual, natural and practi
cal. Samuel Chadwick, an English Methodist once
prayed, "Oh Lord, make us intensely spiritual,
but keep us perfectly natural and thoroughly
practical." That's the lesson from Nehemiah's
life: a spiritual man is natural and practical.
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